raise for Credit Union 


Community faith groups build a better neighbourhood 


THE BLACKBIRD LEYS’ CREDIT 
UNION has been singled out for 
praise as part of a groundbreaking 
study that has revealed how 
successful community faith groups in 
Oxfordshire are. 

Faith communities give 12,500 
hours every month as volunteers 
and invest over £8.5 million each 
year in employees. The groups also 
make 220 rooms and halls available 
for community activities other than 
worship, and contribute significantly 
to the tourist economy. 

Those are some of the results of 
the year-long Building Better 
Neighbourhoods study carried out by 
Coventry University on behalf of the 
Oxfordshire Stronger Communities 
Alliance. 

The study found that 
worshipping communities make a 
substantial contribution to building 
better neighbourhoods in the county, 
and examples include a drop-in 
centre for homeless people in central 
Oxford, running the credit union in 
Blackbird Leys and setting up a 
Street Pastors scheme to patrol the 
streets at night in Wantage and 
Grove. 

The launch of the study took 
place at the Kassam_ Stadium, 
Oxford last week and_ brought 
interested parties together to report 
the findings and discuss how this 
information can be used in the 
future. Speakers included the 
Thames Valley Police Chief Constable 
Sara Thornton, the Leader of the 
County Council Cllr Keith Mitchell 
and the Bishop of Dorchester. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, who chairs the 
OSCA and the Building Better 
Neighbourhoods’ steering group, 
said: “The picture to emerge is one 
of rich diversity, with much activity 
focusing on children and young 


people and on some of the most 
disadvantaged and hardest to reach 
groups in Oxfordshire. 

“The challenge now is to build on 
the partnerships between the faith 
communities and the public sector 
bodies serving the county to see how 
we can all do even better what we 
are doing well already.” 

The Blackbird Leys Credit Union 
was established 20 years ago, by 
Community Worker Jim Hewitt, who 
was employed by the local Church of 
the Holy Family and supported by 
other key volunteers from the 
Church. Jim is still the treasurer 
today. 


ALL aboard for fun 


PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED! 


LEYS NEWS needs 


volunteer photographers 
with their own cameras 

who are able to take good 
quality pictures for future 


issues of Leys News. 


“A 


Please send two examples of your work 
with contact details to: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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PARENTING: Cuddesdon 


Corner Round up 


Report by Katie Chester. 
Turn to centre pages 


Therapy: why not take a 


holistic approach? 


Turn to Leys Business, 
page 4 
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Geoffrey Richardson and Saul Goode from the Credit Union at Blackbird Leys 


Geoffrey Richardson who has 
worked as a volunteer at the Credit 
Union for 15 years said: “The Credit 
Union is vital for the people who live 
on The Leys who have really come to 
rely on us as a place where they can 
cash their cheques and _ benefits. 
Many of our customers are on low 
incomes and some don’t have bank 
accounts so they need cash to live 
on. Those who save with us know 
that their money is safe with the 
Credit Union and we are an 
important part of the community 
here.” 

Based at The Leys Linx Centre, 


the Credit Union provides a place 
where people can save money, take 
out loans, cash cheques, pay in 
wages and benefits and have them 
exchanged for cash free of charge. 
Loans range from smaller amounts 
up to around £500 for a first loan 
and £1,000 for other loans. 
Exceptionally, for people who have 
savings with the Credit Union, loans 
are given up to £12,000. For smaller 
loans, the Credit Union provides 


services at much lower rates than 
local private lending companies. 

Local people save with the Credit 
Union for a variety of reasons: the 
convenient location of the Credit 
Union; to save for a holiday or for 
Christmas; or in order to get loans 
based on their savings. The Credit 
Union also supports customers in 
other ways, signposting people to 
other agencies, or liaising on their 
behalf. 


The Credit Union enables people to make better use of their finances, and 
has around 600 active members. The organisation is currently lending 
about £120,000, and has almost £200,000 in investments and savings. 


IT SOUNDS LIKE SUMMER! 


SPORT: Soccer School 


is a Success! 


Report by Naomi Abitabile. 


See back page 


| 


The Aston Rowant National Nature Reserve is holding its Sounds Like Summer event on 
Saturday July 24 from 12 noon to 5pm. 


on The Leys! 


THE DOVECOTE has put in a bid for a quarter of a 
million pounds to the National Lottery to buy a 
narrow boat for children and young people on 
The Leys. 

Carol Richards, children and families services co- 
ordinator from the centre said this week that the plans 
for Dovecote Afloat will mean that children can enjoy 
being out on the water as well as learning about their 
environment. 

The Dovecote has already received a £50,000 grant 
by Oxfordshire County Council to buy a 70 ft boat. If 
their bid for lottery funding is successful it will mean 
that the centre can buy a purpose-built boat and be 
able to afford to pay staff to run it. 


THE EVENT IS free for chil- 
dren and costs £2 per adult 
and free coaches leave 
from around Oxford. 

The event includes a 
main stage with a range of 
local musical talent along 
with a DJ and family games, 
children’s craft activities, 
nature walks, face painting, 


, drumming and dance work- 


shops. 

Cathy Rose, Activities 
and Education Officer, 
Chilterns Conservation 


Board says: “The summer 
is the best time to see the 
butterflies and flowers at 
Aston Rowant. The day will 
include a wild flower guided 
walk for those who want to 
learn about the special 
nature at the reserve and 
we'll be offering lots of infor- 
mation on the best parts of 
the local countryside to visit 
in the future.” 

Visitors can take a picnic 
or enjoy food from the vari- 
ety of stalls at the event. 


See the August issue of Leys News for a full 


Coach places are limited so to book yours contact Sue Funge at the Starlight Community Project on 01865 778514. 
update. For more information about the event please ring 01844 351833/355506. 
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Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated 
to providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any resident 
to get involved in our 
work. 


Contact 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Office Manager: 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who 


Board of Directors: 
Sasha East (chair), Jean 
Denham, Teresa Fieldwick, 
Javad Gohari, Marie J ones, 
Roy Simmonds, Alex Solaja 


Editor: 
Sarah Edwards 


Office Manager: 
John Charlton 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Volunteers: 
Naomi Abitabile, J anet 
Pavelin 


Contributors: 
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Samuels, Catriona Watson, 
Jane Yates 
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Copy & Advertising 
Deadline: 
9 July 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Hello! 


Well finally the lovely and longed 
for summer seems to be upon us 
and before we know it it will be 
the end of term and the school 
holidays will be here. 

Next month | will have been with 
Leys News for a whole year and 
believe me the time has just flown 
past. My first year (which | sincerely 
hope will be one of many to come!) 
has been a fascinating and busy mix of 
getting to know people, engaging with 
the local community and building on 
the success of my predecessor. It's 
always good to know you are doing a 
good job, and the feedback that we 
receive at the Leys News office is 
always positive. 

| like to think that we cover a wide 
range of stories, events and issues 
that are all pertinent and important to 
anyone who lives on The Leys, while 
trying to maintain a very positive and 
balanced outlook on life in this part of 
Oxford. 

Our front page story really sums up 
what we all already know, that 
community projects and organisations 
are always improving and striving to 
help as many people as possible. The 
Credit Union gets a special mention in 
a major piece of research that has 


been carried out by Coventry 
University. The research states quite 
clearly that faith communities are very 
successful in bringing people together 
and finding ways to solve problems 
and deal with challenging times. 

We are delighted to be featuring 
the Credit Union on our front page this 
month and we hope that you will 
continue to support this important 
community facility. 

As ever, we have some lovely prizes 
up for grabs so if you are a budding 
young wildlife expert please make sure 
you enter our wordsearch competition 
on our children's page to win a lovely 
guide to the great outdoors. If you are 
getting ready for the summer then 
check out our beauty competition to 
win some fabulous products. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of 
Leys News, please keep in touch via 
email or our NEW website that J ulian 
has recently re designed. Go to 
www.leysnews.co.uk to check it out 
and send us some feedback using the 
drop down menu. We are always 
happy to take your calls too so please 
feel free to ring us on 01865 711756. 


Best wishes 


Sarak 
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Inquest decision 


AN INQUEST HAS heard how Moira 
Finn, an advisor from The Agnes 
Smith Advice Centre took her own 
life in January, having a battled for 
years with bi-polar disorder. 

Through her work at the centre 
spanning 12 years, Moira 52, 
helped hundreds of people on The 
Leys with financial problems and 
homelessness. 

Oxfordshire Coroners’ Court 
heard she died on January 23 after 
taking an overdose of Tramadol, a 
high-strength painkiller she used 
to combat the symptoms of 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

The inquest heard Moira was 
going through a difficult time, 
recently returning from a three- 


week stay with her daughter in 
New Zealand while trying to cope 


with the break-up of her 
relationship. 
Pathologist Dr lan Roberts 


said: “The significant finding was a 
high level of Tramadol. 

“It was an exceedingly high 
level, which indicated the ingestion 
of a large number of tablets.” 

Recording a verdict that she 
took her own life, coroner Nicholas 
Gardiner said he had “no doubts” 
that was the case. He said: “She 
clearly had insufferable psychotic 
problems and it is perhaps 
surprising she managed hold out 
all of that time.” 


The winners of last month's 
competition were as 
follows: 


Britain's Got Bhangra: 
Deborah Gallacher and 
Deborah Tyler. The correct 
answer was: Sumeet Chopra 


Win festival goodies: Julie 
Joyce wins a pack of festival 
goodies from Wilkinsons. The 
correct answer was: July 3 & 4 


Children's wordsearch: Kiera 
Isaac was chosen as the 
winning entry and an art kit is 
on its way to her! 


HELP NEEDED FOR CHARITY EVENT 

Help is needed to organise a charity 
fun day to raise money for the 
NSPCC. The event will be taking 
place from 11:00am to 6:00pm on 
Sunday 1 August on the field behind 
the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
The day will include a charity walk, 
five-a-side football competition and 
a motorcycle rally, a raffle with great 
prizes plus a number of other 
attractions for children and families. 


Anyone who would like to get 
involved should contact Caroline on 
07810795790 or via email on 
misscaz@live.co.uk 


Formula One Fans! 


Don't miss next month's LEYS NEWS for 
an exclusive behind the scenes look at 
The Santander British Grand Prix. 

Taking place at Silverstone circuit 
from July 9-11, our motorsport 
correspondent Kevin Dyer will be there 
to cover the event and give us the low 
down on the trials and tribulations of Fl 
racing. 


Leys News 
Editorial 


The next meeting will be 
held at the Boiler Room Cafe, 
Pegasus Road at 10.30am 
on Tueday 6 July 


Come along 
and tell us your news, 
or comment on how we 
can improve the paper. 


ALL WELCOME! 


SUBMISSIONS 


LEYS NEWS welcomes 
submissions and ideas for articles 
and photographs from all sectors 
of the community. If you would 
like to send us a press release 
about your community project 
please email it to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk and we will 
consider it for publication in a future 
issue. 


The next issue of Leys News 
will be delivered on 24 July 
and the deadline for 
advertising and editorial copy 
is 9 July. 
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your full name and contact details. 
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the Month 


A Sunday afternoon trip down the Thames: a swan family. Picture by Jean Denham. 


If you would like your photograph to be considered for our monthly slot, please email us editor@leysnews.co.uk 
Please ensure that your images are high resolution, ideally 300dpi. Don't forget to send us a caption too and 
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Cartoon by J ane Yates from Wolvercote, Oxford. To see more of Jane's work please visit: www.wolvercoteartist.co.uk 
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Sisters are doing it for 
themselves on The Leys 


A NEW GROUP has been launched 
for girls in Year 7 and 8 who are 
growing up in the Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys area. 

The group is called Choices, and 
aims to give girls the chance to 
make informed decisions about 
different aspects of their lives. 

Sue Funge from the Starlight 


Girls get together for support: Top L-R: Kady Maloney, Amber Giles; 
Front L-R: Emma McNeil, Jemma Noir, Alia Hoosein, Louise Mellis, Caitlin Noir 


Community Project is supporting 
the new venture. She said: "We 
supported the setting up of this 
project as it offers the opportunity 
to be proactive rather than reactive 
and encourage the girls to 
recognise the importance of 
resisting various pressures that 
could impact on the future choices 


they make. The project offers the 
girls a safe forum to discuss their 
concerns and issues." 

The girls have the opportunity 
to take part in activities and 
discussions that can boost their 
self-confidence and self-esteem. 
The project can help them to make 
informed decisions about their life 


while encouraging them to do well 
in school so that they have greater 
choices post 16. 

Sue added: "The girls have 
applied to the Youth Opportunities 
Fund as they would like to publish a 
quarterly magazine called 'Bangles' 
so that they can share these issues 
with other girls across Oxford City." 
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Waste not... want not 


Most residents in Oxford will now 
get a weekly food waste collection 


service. 

The popular scheme is being expanded after 
15,000 homes in Oxford took part in a successful 
trial last year. 

Residents have received a small kitchen caddy 
and a larger food bin with a lockable lid to go 
outside for collection, together with some starter 
biodegradable corn starch liners and a leaflet 
explaining the scheme. 

The waste will be collected as part of the 
normal refuse service and will be taken to a 
specialist processing plant at Ardley near Bicester 
where it is recycled into compost which is used on 
local farms. 

Councillor John Tanner, Board Member for a 
Cleaner, Greener City, says: "I am thrilled that the 
whole city will be collecting food waste on a 
weekly basis. 

"It is vital that we divert rotting food from 
landfill to help tackle climate change, to avoid 
Government financial penalties and to increase 
our recycling rates. 

"Residents can opt-out but | hope most people 
will play their part in making this food waste 
collection a success. It is still better to compost at 
home but many residents don't have the space." 
Oxford residents already recycle nearly 40 per 
cent of household waste and the City Council is 
aiming to hit 50 per cent by March 2011 with the 
food waste scheme and further improvements to 
be introduced later this year. 

The trial scheme, which was launched in 
December 2009, reduced the amount we sent to 
landfill by around 15 tonnes a week and it is 
hoped that the city-wide scheme will reduce this 
further. 

Any raw or cooked food can be recycled 
including bones, uneaten food from plates, tea 
bags and coffee grounds. Residents who currently 
home compost their uncooked vegetable waste 
are encouraged to continue, as that is the best 
environmental option and use their food waste bin 
for cooked vegetable and other food waste. 


If you would like more information about how to 
deal with food waste and recycling contact City 
Works on 01865 252900, email 
recycling@oxford.gov.uk or visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/food- waste 


Trade in for charity at 
The Westgate 


THIS SUMMER the Sony Centre in Westgate 
Shopping Centre is inviting shoppers to take 
part in their ‘Trade in your old kit' campaign in 
aid of the British Heart Foundation. 

Old televisions, mp3 players, cameras, 
video cameras, VCRs, DVD players, or 
headphones, working or not working, can be 
taken to the Sony store in Westgate by 
Sunday 11 July, and in exchange shoppers 
can receive money off new Sony products. All 
the old goods that are in working order 
collected by Sony will be donated to BHF 


Rachel’s fundraising journey to Slovenia 


Rachel Pegler, 43, of Greater Leys, is planning a trek to Slovenia in J une 2011 as part of a fundraising programme 
organised by Oxfordshire Mind. Trio Watson met up with her to find out about what the trip will involve. 


Furniture and Electrical Stores in the local 


area. 
Peter Ferrin, Store Manager of the Sony 
Centre in the Westgate Centre said: "We are 


TW: I'm not sure where 
Slovenia is... 

RP: It used to be part of 
Yugoslavia, until 1991. It's a tiny 
country, about the size of Wales. 


TW: How long will you be 
away? 

RP: Not long. We're away for six 
days, three of which will be 
walking in the Julian Alps. 


TW: You must be really fit... 
RP: Well, yes. We're encouraged to 
develop our fitness and we do a 
number of walks beforehand to train. 


TW: How many of you are 
going? 

RP: A group of 20 of us are 
going. Almost half of us have 
done a trek before, but this is my 
first! We're very excited - it's a 
great way of raising money and 


having fun at the same time. 
There are still a few places 
available. 


TW: And the money is for 
Oxfordshire Mind? 

RP: Yes - it's a charity that 
provides support for people over 18 
with mental and emotional health 
difficulties. They have to fundraise 
the whole time and are constantly 
exploring new avenues to raise 
money for the various projects they 
run across the county. 


TW: How much money do they 
want you to raise? 

RP: (pulls face) £1 450! It's a lot 
of money! I'm still in the early 
stages and am looking forward to 
getting stuck in with a number of 
plans to raise the money, and 
also raise awareness of mental 
health issues. 


TW: What fundraising ideas 
have you got in mind? 

RP: I've done a couple of street 
collections in the county, and 
have a few more in the pipeline. 
I'm planning a few table-top sales 
in the next few weeks - one | did 
in May encouraged me to do 
more. I've been selling my 
outgrown clothes, stuff like that. 


If anyone has any saleable items 
they'd like to donate, I'd be 
happy to hear from them! 


TW: Can you tell me a bit 
more about Oxfordshire Mind? 
RP: The nearest project to the 
Leys is Mind in Cowley, held on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday in East Oxford 
Community Centre. People attend 
for a number of reasons, 
experiencing mental health 
difficulties such as bereavement, 
loneliness, depression, all sorts of 
things. Oasis, a women-only 
project, is nearby. Mind also run 
a countywide programme of small 
groups focussing on specific 
psychological skills, such as 
assertiveness. 


TW: How can people help you 
raise the money? 

RP: | need people to join me on 
sponsored walks or street 
collections. It would be great to 
have small items | could sell at a 
table-top sale. I'm particularly 
happy to hear from cake-bakers! 
And please phone me with any 
fundraising ideas that come to you. 


TW: Thanks Rachel - and, 
good luck! 


delighted to be involved with the BHF as we 
will pass all the old goods we receive, which 
are in working order, onto the charity to sell in 


its Furniture and Electrical Stores." 


Are you over 50? 


ap 
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Line dancing * Gardening club * Singing 
‘Knit and natter’ 


Tai chi * Yoga * IT 


—and lots more! 


Clockhouse Community Centre 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX 


Tel Sally: 01865 395908 for a programme 


Make some time 
for yourself at the 


Clockhouse! 


4 | Local News 


Leys Women's Business 
Network update 


By Katie Chester 


Have you got a business idea at the back of 
your mind? Thinking about it but not ready 
to take the plunge? Are you a party 
planner, selling Avon or Body Shop at Home 
or perhaps Pampered Chef products? Are 
you a beauty therapist, a child minder or 
accountant working for yourself? Whatever 
your skill and how ever big or small your 
business or your idea, you'll be made 
welcome at the Leys Women's Business 
Network. We meet once a month to share 
ideas and get tips from our expert 
speakers. We also network and give each 
other support. The group is fun and 
friendly, so why not come along? 

Last month we enjoyed an inspiring talk 
from Leys News' editor Sarah Edwards on 
how to get free PR for your business. Sarah 
is also willing to give us a day time 
workshop on writing a press release, so if 
you'd be interested in attending this, please 
get in touch. We may be able to offer a 
créche. 


The next meeting, on Tuesday 6th July, will 
have two friendly tax advisors to answer 
your questions on all things tax related. If 
you want to attend you can contact us first 
(details below), or just turn up! 


Venue: 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
each month from 7.30-9.00pm at 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys OX4 7BX. 


Contact: 

Email: leysbusinesswomen@yahoo.co.uk 
Facebook: Women's Business Network, 
Greater Leys and Blackbird Leys 

Twitter: leysbizwomen 

Webpage: www.otcn.co.uk/leys_group.htm 


Taking the holistic approach 


Each month we profile a member of the local business community. This month, Katie Chester spoke to 
Phyllida Chappell, holistic therapist. 


What do you do? 

| offer a range of therapies 
including aromatherapy 
(that is massage using 
essential oils derived from 
plants with particular heal- 
ing qualities), holistic mas- 
sage (a full body massage 
similar to Swedish mas- 
sage), back neck and shoul- 
der massage, reflexology 
(promoting healing through 
pressure points on the feet 
or hands that correspond to 
the various organs of the 
body), Indian Head Massage 
and Hopi Ear Candling. 


What are the benefits of 
the treatments? 

All the treatments are 
excellent for treating stress 
and helping to restore bal- 
ance in the body as well as 
treating muscle pain. It's 
also an opportunity to be 
pampered and have some 
time for yourself. Hopi Ear 
Candling is also great for 
relieving headaches and 
sinusitis. | offer gift cards 
too, which is a great way to 
treat a loved one to some 
pampering. You choose the 


amount you want to put on 
the card, and your loved 
one chooses the treatment 
they'd like. 


Where do you work? 

| have a therapy room in 
my home and you can come 
to me, or | will travel to 
your home or place of work. 
| also work at Neals Yard 
therapy rooms in the High 
Street twice a week. | do a 
lot of work with students 
too, as they get a lot of 
neck and shoulder pain 
from hunching over a com- 
puter. | used to be an occu- 
pational health advisor so | 
know all about the hazards 
of computer work. | work in 
community centres and go 
to pamper evenings too so 
my days are quite varied. 


What made you decide 
to work for yourself? 
Three years ago, at the age 
of 67, | was made redun- 
dant. | didn't feel it was time 
to retire, and I'd always 
been interested in holistic 
therapies and had had treat- 
ments myself in the past so 
| decided to seize the day 


To contact Phyllida, email phyllidachappell@yahoo.com, 
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and learn to do it myself. | 
took a one year VTCT diplo- 
ma at Abingdon and Witney 
College and retrained. My 
background is in nursing so | 
brought all my _ medical 
experience with me too. 


What are your future 
plans? 

I'm going to learn how to give 
Thai foot and leg massage in 
November, and I'm. thinking 
about doing hot’ stone 
massage in the future too. 
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Have you got any offers 
for readers of Leys 
News? 

Yes - mention Leys News 
when booking to get a 
discount. 


call her on 01865 749220 or visit her website www. holistictherapistoxford. co.uk 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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Arts and Culture Focus 


A donation from Screwfix in Oxford will help the CIAO! Children’s Arts Organisation’s exciting new project set sail this June. 
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From left to right: Screwfix's Anna Still, Mark Curnick, Bob Jones & Tony Davis giving Screwfix tools and equipment to Harriet Mackie of CIAO! 


CIAO! is constructing an Ark in an ambitious 
arts and science project, which will soon be 
dropping anchor in central Oxford as a 
large-scale public art installation. Screwfix 
are acting as CIAO!’s first mates at the 
helm of the innovative project, and have 
donated tools and materials. 

The CIAO! Ark will be a performance 
platform and exhibition space for art works 


imagining a low carbon future, produced by 
children from ten partner schools across 
Oxfordshire. 

Bob Jones, manager of the Screwfix 
trade counter in Oxford, is thrilled to be 
helping the local project. He said: “We were 
delighted to help CIAO! build the Ark. It is 
a fantastic organisation that supports local 
children and we knew that Screwfix 


products would be the right tools for the 
job.” 

Paula Clark, Marketing and Communica- 
tions Manager for CIAO! adds: “We are very 
grateful to Screwfix for its kind donation. It 
is great to have their support, as it’s gener- 
ous donations like this that allow us to cre- 
ate such a large scale artwork.” 


Pay a visit to Pitt Rivers this summer 


The Pitt Rivers Museum has a packed programme 


of events for all the family. 


THE UPPER GALLERY reopened at the beginning of May, and the 
firearms have been redisplayed here alongside the other arms and 
armour collections. The Museum also offers a regular programme 


of free activities. 


Pitt Stops: On the first 
Saturday of every month and 
in school holidays 1pm to 4pm 
(unless otherwise stated). A 
fun way to explore the 
museum and discover more 
about the exciting collections. 
There are free drop-in activities 
for children aged five and older. 
Children must be accompanied 
by an adult at all activities. 


What would you take to the 
Afterlife? Saturday 3 July 
Think like an Egyptian pharaoh 
and build your own tomb. 
What would you put inside? 


Drop in 

Saturday 23 July - 
Wednesday 31 August 
(during opening hours) 
Seaside Trail. Sea sounds, 
sights and smells of the 
seaside come alive in this 
sensory trail. 


Sweet Dreams 
Saturday 7 August 
Explore the American Great 


Plains in the Pitt Rivers and 
make your own dreamcatcher. 


Summer Holiday Activities 
Wednesday 24 - Friday 26 
August, 1pm to 4pm. 

(jointly with the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History) 


Beside the Seaside. 
Wednesday 24 - Friday 26 
August 1pm to 4pm. 
Discover the people and animals 
who live by the sea. Lots of 
seaside surprises in store. 


A Celebration of Summer 
Saturday 4 September 1pm 
to 4pm. Find out about 
traditional English folklore and 
make your own corn dolly to 
celebrate the end of summer. 


Free Family Friendly Fun 
every Sunday from 2-4pm in 
the Pitt Rivers and the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural 
History. Activity backpacks, 
sorting boxes, trails, colouring 
sheets and craft activities are 
all on offer. 


Admission, exhibitions and events are free. Access is via the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History, Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3PW. 


Opening Hours: 10.00 am to 4.30pm from Tuesday to Sunday and 
Bank Holiday Monday, 12.00-4.30pm on Mondays. 


Pegasus supporter Philip 
Pullman names the stage 


THE NEWLY refurbished Pegasus in 
Oxford is preparing to re-open in 
September 2010 and the original 
performance space, around which 
the arts centre is constructed, will 


be re-named in honour of its 
leading supporter. 

The renowned author Philip 
Pullman has been a fan of Pegasus 
for many years. The relationship 
he and his wife have long held with 
the theatre is to be recognised by 
naming the auditorium the 
Pullman Stage. 

As the first Patron of Pegasus, 
Philip has led the way in 


supporting the theatre and the 


work that it does with young 
people from all backgrounds 
helping them find the skills, 


confidence and desire to make a 
difference to their own lives and 
for others in their community. He 
said, "In the wonderful new 
Pegasus we have not only a 
thrilling space for all kinds of 
theatrical experience, but also a 
body of people dedicated to 
helping young people make the 
best drama they possibly can, and 
more than both of those: an idea 
of hope and_ delight and 
truthfulness. We are privileged to 
be able to support this, and we 
hope many others will join us in 
the endeavour." 

At a special event at the 
theatre at 4pm on 5 July Philip 
Pullman will unveil a plaque 
crediting their donation and a 
personal quotation from him will 
be fastened to the _ theatre’s 
Friendship Tree where supporting 
gifts to Pegasus are acknowledged. 

Artistic Director and CEO of 
Pegasus Euton Daley added, “Philip 
and Jude have been great 
supporters and ambassadors and | 
can think of no better way of 
thanking them than the naming of 
the most important space in the 
theatre - the heart of our new 
venue.” 


All aboard the CIAO! Ark 


The Tutu 
Beat 


By Natty Mark Samuels 


IT WAS GREAT to see Desmond Tutu at the 
concert that preceded the start of the World 
Cup. What a welcome he got! Grinning all 
the way through, like a beloved great- 
grandfather, at a family festivity. 

The music stopped when he came on. 
But they carried on rocking to the Tutu Beat. 
Because Desmond Tutu pulsates with love. 

A shining light that never dims | see him 
now with his green and yellow hat, laughing, 
dancing, celebrating with all his children, 
thousands of his children. 

Desmond Tutu, who wanted to be a 
doctor, but became a teacher, like his father, 
then a priest like his mentor, the great 
Trevor Huddleston. 

Did you know that Desmond Tutu studied 
in London in the sixties, gaining two 
degrees? Becoming a part-time curate at two 
churches, one in London, and the other in 
Surrey. He's been a prisoner, as well as a 
professor. 
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Desmond Tutu at the Annual Meeting 2009 of 
the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, last year. 


Miles Davies titled his 1986 album TUTU, 
dedicated to him. The State of Illinois has 
made a day in May official Desmond Tutu 
Day. A good friend and fellow activist, to 
both Nelson Mandela and the Dalai Lama. 
For his fight against poverty, racism, AIDS 
and homophobia, he's been given the Nobel 
Peace Prize, the Ghandi Peace Prize and the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, America's 
highest civilian honour, for being a front-line 
warrior of peace. 

It was good to see great singers and 
musicians, such as Angelique Kidjo and Hugh 
Masekela, performing at the concert. But for 
me, the best moments were when the crowd 
was blessed, by the presence of Desmond 
Tutu. | like to rock to the Tutu Beat. It's 
rhythm for everyone, and he invites 
everyone to dance. 


To sing the sweeter harmony. | salute 
Desmond Tutu, a true patriarch of 
peace. 
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Update from 
STARLIGHT COMMUNITY PROJECT 


WE ARE A community based educational project that offers a warm, safe 
and welcoming atmosphere. Our tutors are all local residents and we aim 
to make every learning experience positive and enriching for all 
participants. Our courses can help residents get back into work or further 
education. We have strong links with Ruskin College, OCVC, Oxford 
Brookes University and other services locally. 

Most of our courses lead to a recognised qualification and we can also 
offer volunteers the opportunity to acquire NVQs in a subject of their 
choice, for example, Youth work, Information, Advice & Guidance or 


Administration. 


The Free Courses and group meetings due to start shortly are as follows: 


Enterprising Women 

Monday, 5 July 11.00-1.00pm 

OCN Level 2 qualification 

Positive thinking, assertiveness, communica- 
tion skills, positive self image, coping with 
change, cv writing, presentation skills. 


Move on Up! 

Thursday, 1 July 2.00-3.30pm 

OCN Level 2 qualification 

Aimed at 16-19 year olds who might not be 
in employment, education or training. Helping 
you get back into work or education, self- 
esteem, managing emotions, cv writing, 
interview skills. 


Community Champions 

Tuesday, 6 July 9.45-2.45pm 

OCN Level 2 qualification 

Offers recognition for the valuable work of 
volunteers; providing evidence that can sup- 
port a return to work or study. Community 
involvement, introduction to coaching and 
mentoring, effective communication skills, 
emotional literacy, conflict resolution, team- 
building, challenging discrimination. 


You’re Hired! 

Wednesday, 30 June 11.00-1.00pm 

Helping participants prepare for work, confi- 
dence building, recognising their skills and 
talents, the importance of self-esteem and 
the benefits of positive thinking, interview 
skills, writing a cv and completing an applica- 
tion form. 


IT for beginners 

Monday, 12 July 2.00-3.00pm 

Come along and learn the basic skills to use 
a computer and access the internet. 


Online Literacy & Numeracy courses 
Wednesday, 7 July 1.30-3.00pm 

Improve your literacy and numeracy skills 
and improve your opportunities to go back 
into college or find work. 


Father’s group ‘Glad4Dads’ OPEN NIGHT 
Monday, 19 July 7.00-9.00pm 

Inviting all dads, step dads, foster dads, 
granddads to be a part of the Glad4Dads 
group. Everybody welcome. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed Heritage Group OPEN DAY Thursday, 8 July 10 - 12 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Talk to your 
Baby! 


Cuddesdon Corner celebrated Talk to Your Baby 
Week with a well attended Teddy Bears picnic 


during half term. 

They also had a stall in Templar's Square shopping centre where they 
handed out over 100 free puppets and information packs about talking 
with babies. They collected stories of baby's first words - the most 
popular ones were 'mummy' and the names of brothers and sisters and 
pets, and the most unusual was 'beep'- said by a little boy who is a 
great fan of trains. If you would like a free puppet and information 
pack, or have any questions about your child's language development, 
call into Cuddesdon Corner between 12 - 1pm on a Tuesday and speak 
to Laura or Lisa. Your child can also swap their dummy for a gift and a 
certificate, and there's a leaflet available with tips on giving up the 
dummy. 


Breastfeeding café 

The breastfeeding cafe is now open on Wednesdays at Cuddesdon 
Corner from 12.30-2.30. Come along if you are pregnant and 
wondering about breastfeeding, or if you want some advice or are 
having any difficulties. It's also a great place to meet up with other 
parents who are breastfeeding. You'll find very friendly and helpful 
people, a local Leys Midwife and Camille, the maternity outreach worker. 
It's free, it's friendly and it's local. 


Summer trips 

Cuddesdon Corner are organising some trips this summer. For more 
details call Claire Johnson on 773263. She can also give information on 
other trips taking place this summer. 


New Childminding Development Worker 
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Looking for inspiration for some low cost summer 


Toddler Sport 

Childminder Agata Gorniak came 
up with the following ideas for 
sports: “Play bowling in the back 
garden- fill up some plastic 
bottles with water and use a 
tennis ball to try to knock them 
over. Play basket ball with a 
waster paper bin as the basket, 
and screwed up paper as the 
balls. My little one's obsessed 
with playing ball so I'm sure both 
of these will go down a treat, and 
help to develop her co-ordination 
skills too.” 


" 


garden? 


NO 
Lisa Dobraszczyk, speech and 
language therapist at Cuddesdon 
Corner, has two ideas to make 
going for a walk more fun (and 
help your child's language 
development at the same time): 
“Go for a ‘listening walk’ - 
encourage your little one to keep 
quiet for approximately a minute 
at a time while you're walking, 
and then talk about all the things 
they heard. Apparently this one 
has also worked to avert 
tantrums in the past - double 
bonus! 

“Go for a ‘textures hunt' in the 
park - find interesting objects 
such as a feather, a leaf, a twig, 
and then bring them home and 
use them to make a collage, 
talking about how the different 
things feel.” 


activities to do with her two year old, Katie 
Chester asked some experts for their tips. 


But if you'd rather stay inside, 
Agata has the following ideas for 
rainy days: “Let the children try 
on your clothes and shoes and 
have a fashion show (you could 
even collect some bits for them 
from a charity shop).” 

| know my little one would 
love this as she's always nicking 
my stuff and clomping about in 
my heels. 
Den making 
Make a den by covering a table 
with a sheet or blanket and let 
them play houses. They can take 
their teddies in there and have a 
pretend tea party. | like this one! 
| know my little girl will enjoy 
having her own secret space, and 
it might even give me the chance 
for a cup of tea in peace! 


Fun salad 

You could also get the children to 
help you make a fruit salad, 
perhaps even using different 
pieces of fruit to make a funny 
face (grapes for eyes, 
strawberries for a nose, a slice of 
orange for the mouth) before 
eating it all up. 


Hat fashion 

You can make hats from 
newspaper and then paint or 
decorate them with pictures cut 
out from magazines or leaflets. 
These could always go in with the 
fashion parade. Make a hat for 


The group provides an opportunity for adults, parents and carers of black children of mixed 
heritage, who share common concerns regarding the effects of racism, to meet and gain 
support from one another. Together the group can offer the opportunity to look at various 
relevant issues and campaign for positive change in the wider society.’ Everybody welcome. 


There is a new contact person for all things related to childminding in 
the Leys. Julie Carr will be present regularly at stay and play sessions 
at all the Leys children's centres (Cuddesdon Corner, Pegasus and 
Windale) to answer any queries on finding childcare or on childminding / ‘ . TN | 


teddy too while you're at it. 


What if it's raining? 
You can always stick them in a 
pair of boots and have some fun 


For more information call the Starlight Community Project on 01865 778514 


www.naturalengland.org.uk 


CONSERVATION BOARD 


Sounds Like Summer 2010! 


Aston Rowant National Nature Reserve 
Saturday 24th July 
12-5pm 


A popular fun day out for all, filled with music and wildlife! 


CHILDREN GO FREE! Only £2 for adults 


F R r E coaches leaving from around Oxford! 


Coach places are limited - To reserve your place now, contact 
Sue Funge at Starlight Community Project on 01865 778514 
(Office hours only, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm). 


For more information contact the reserve office on 
01844 351833 or visit www.naturalengland.org.uk 


as a career. Or you can contact her on 07951 360403 or email her at 
J ulie.carr@triochildcare.co.uk 


. wa 


WEBSITE: The new interactive pages on the Leys Children’s Centres’ website are nearly ready. Visit www.theleyschildrenscentre.org to see what's new and have your Say. 


Leys News Summer Makeover Competiton 


Get body beautiful for the 
summer! 


NOW IS THE time to start 
making sure your skin is in tip 
top condition ready for what will 
hopefully be a summer of 
sunshine! 

We have teamed up with our 
friends at Apicare, PitRok and 
Alva to offer one lucky reader 
the chance to win £50 worth of 
fabulous products, and there 
are runner up prizes too! 

Apicare, the Original Manuka 
Honey Skincare Company has just launched its new First Aid From The Hive range of seven 
naturally active Manuka Honey skincare products. Our first prize includes Calming Very 
Hardworkers Soap, Very Hardworkers Handcreme, Repair Me Handcreme, Rescue Me Gel, 
Restore Me Honey Nut Body Butter, Calendula and Manuka Honey Soap, Protect Me Lip Balm 
and Revive Me Lip Balm. Apicare is available from Lloyds Pharmacy or online at 
www.simplymanuka.com. 


ant Seca 
Repair Rescue 
me. me 


To stand a chance of winning these delicious beauty treats just answer the 
following question: How many products are in the new First Aid from The Hive 
range from Apicare? 


Please send your answers on a postcard to Beauty Competition Leys News 26 Kingfisher 
Green Oxford OX4 7BX Or via email to editor@leysnews.co.uk and mark your entry Beauty 
Competition in the subject line of your email. All entries must be received by July 9. 


If you are not lucky enough to win our first prize, 
don’t despair as we have some equally delicious 
beauty treats for our runners up! 

PitRok Sea Minerals Shampoo and Conditioner 
with Organic Seaweed Extract and Dead Sea Salt is a 
nourishing, natural shampoo for all hair and skin 
types. For more information, please visit 
www. pitrok.co.uk. 

Alva Rhassoul Balance Cream is formulated for 
combination skin and sensitive spot-prone skin. Alva 
products are available locally from Wantage Health 
Store on 01235 768199 or online atwww.alva.co.uk 


Runners up will either receive a set of shampoo 
or conditioner or some Alva Balance Cream. 


Good luck! 


LEYS FASHION 


Keeping 
cool with 
Boho Chic 


by Sian Jones 


THE NAUTICAL TREND is sophisticated and 
timeless, so it’s not surprising that it reap- 
pears summer after summer. It is very easy 
to wear and is best left as simplistic as possi- 
ble. For an authentic sailor look, stick to clas- 
sic colours such as black, white, navy and 
red. A light summer scarf knotted loosely 
around the neck will give a chic French vibe. 
Be bold and wear a black and white outfit 
with bright red lipstick for a look which is 
both striking and elegant. 

Boho, a look originally reserved for hip- 
pies and artistic types, is now enjoyed by 
everyone. There’s a huge range of floaty 
maxi skirts and dresses on the high street 
this year. Choose a maxi dress that is fitted 
on the bust then flows out over the body, 
this is extremely flattering for those of us 
who aren’t blessed with a flat stomach. 

Boho style is very relaxed, to complement 
this style, keep hair equally relaxed with 
loose curls, swept to one side or pinned up in 
a messy bun. Accessory wise - stack your 
bangles and layer your necklaces. Gladiator 
sandals are an obvious and easy choice to 
wear with this trend. For more inspiration 
look to the original boho queen Sienna Miller 
or wild child turned boho princess Nicole 
Ritchie. 


Maxi dress from Evans 


You can’t get through summer 2010 without 
experimenting with the utility trend! Utility is 
a relaxed and modern take on army style. 
It’s a grown up look that can be dressed up 
or down. Try some sexy city shorts in a khaki 
green or safari beige. Wear with a shirt and 
pumps for the office, boob tube and heels for 
the evening or T shirt and sandals for the 
day. 

Chinos, are also a key part of the utility 
trend, look to Gap for a good selection. Wear 
them slightly rolled up with a heeled clog 
-the ‘it’ shoe of the summer. Make sure that 
the heel is high to avoid the clog looking 
frumpy. 


splashing in puddles - most 
toddlers enjoy water play. 


Need help giving 
up smoking? 


START 70 


With your local 
NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 
0845 40 80 300 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


INHS 


SMOKEFREE 
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Children’s Page 


Many thanks to DW Contractors 
for sponsoring this page. 
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Summer wildlife wordsearch 
Go wild in the country! 


To coincide with the Sounds of Summer event at Aston Rowant, (see front page 
for details) this month's wordsearch is all about nature and wildlife and the lucky 


winner will receive a fabulous wildlife book. 


See how many wildlife words you can find and then send your entry to 


Leys News, Wildlife Wordsearch, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 


OX4 7BX. Entries should arrive by July 9. 
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MR NEGEN NOVE'S 
REWARD 


Part Four 


By Anna Pavelin 


The story so far: 

| had been lucky enough to get 
nine wishes but I kept using 
them in silly ways and now | 
only had five wishes left. | 
definitely didn’t want to waste 
any more. 


| thought for ages about what would 
make my life better and decided that 
if | was popular and everyone liked 
me it would be brilliant. No-one 
would bully me and | would have 
loads of friends, surely | couldn’t go 
wrong with that: “I wish everyone 
liked me” | said loudly and clearly to 
a shrub in the park. 

It didn’t feel like anything had 
happened but | had a bit more faith 
in the wishes by then. | couldn’t wait 
to go to school on Monday and be Mr 
Popular! | stayed in the park for 
another half an hour or so but didn’t 
see anyone. 

As | went back in the house for 
lunch | saw the man who lives next 
door. Usually he doesn’t say much to 
us kids, only “Alright mate” or 
something, but today he kept me 
chatting for five minutes telling me 
about the new car he’d bought and 
how he’d take me and my Dad out 


for a spin in it soon. When! came in 
the first words my Mum said were 
“oh here’s Mr Popular!” and | started 
worrying that she’d found something 
out. “What d’'you mean? “| asked. 

“Two of your mates called round 
while you were out to see if you 
wanted to come out...AND a girl 
phoned...” She added in a surprised 
voice. “Which mates?” | asked. | was 
too embarrassed to ask about the 
girl, I’ve never had a girl phone 
before. She told me and | felt glad, 
finally the wishes seemed to be 
working for me. 

As | sat down for lunch the cat 
came and sat on my lap and started 
purring. That’s never happened 
before, probably since | used to 
tease her when | was young. That 
cat hates me! Then Dad came in and 
seemed to cheer up somehow when 
he saw me. He said to Charlie “you 
want to be a bit more like your 
brother, girl” then turned to me and 
said “you never get lost do you son? 
| never have to worry about you”. 
All weekend everyone was nice to 
me, even Charlie seemed to act like 
| was the best brother she could 
imagine. 

On the bus on Monday morning 


even people who didn’t usually talk 
to me started being friendly. At 
school when we played football they 
all wanted to be on my team. No- 
one said anything sarcastic or tried 
to wind me up all day, even the 
teachers smiled at me! Two girls 
came up to me separately and said 
their friends fancied me. These were 
the same girls who'd been really 
rude to me only the week before! 
By Wednesday I’d_ stopped 


enjoying the attention and started 
taking it for granted. Even dogs ran 
up to me with their tails wagging 
and everyone wanted to hang 
around me all the time. When | got 


in | couldn’t relax in my room 
playing on the playstation because 
there was a constant knocking on 


the door. Even grown-ups wanted to 
talk to me all the time and most of 
what they had to say was pretty 
boring. 

On Thursday | started trying to 
avoid people because to be honest 
it was getting a bit annoying, never 
having any time to myself. | realised 
| actually missed arguing with 
people too! Now whenever | 
disagreed with anyone they would 
just end up changing their mind and 


agreeing with me, | couldn’t even 
seem to offend Charlie! It was after 
school on Friday when | realised | 
preferred things the way they were 
before. 

On Saturday | decided to use up 
another wish to undo the other one. 
| stood in my room and said “I wish 
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that people liking me would go back 
to the way it was before | made the 
last wish”. 

Then | thought about what would 
make me happy and realised that | 
had nothing to show for the wishes 
and now | only had three left. The 
best thing would surely be to wish 
for a thing, something | couldn’t 
afford to buy. One thing | wanted 
was a mobile phone, I|’d been on at 
my parents for one but Christmas 
had come and gone and still no 
phone. Not just any old phone 
though, |I’d wish for the latest I- 
phone.... 

“| wish a brand new i-phone 
would appear on my bed now” | 
said, but didn’t dare to look for a 
while. Then plucking up courage | 
turned towards my bed and there in 
the middle of my duvet was the 
phone, still in its box. It was the 
most amazing thing so far - do you 
know why? Because it was 
impossible. All my other wishes 
could have been coincidences. | 
know they seemed like magic but 
still, something solid appearing like 
that, now that was magic! 

| picked it up and turned it over, 
marvelling at this miracle. Just then 
Charlie walked passed the the open 
door and looked at me. “Whose 
phone is that?” She asked “Mine, not 
that it’s any of your business” | 
replied. “Did Mum get you that?” 
She asked “No” | said and shut my 
door. Oh no, why didn’t | shut the 
door first? 


To be continued... 
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The bus now arriving in Greater Leys is about fifteen years late, but no less welcome for that! 


We've been 
waiting ages 
for this bus! 


Alan Witton boarded the new 12C bus on its first 
ever journey though Greater Leys. This is his 
report for Leys News. 


| WAS WAITING on a very quiet Grenoble Road for 
the first Sunday morning bus to go round Greater 
Leys since the estate was built, getting on for 
twenty years ago. 

Eventually the bus turned up. The driver 
seemed surprised to see me. And | was wondering 
whether Leys News would account for the only 
passengers on this historic first journey? 

| needn't have worried. There in Brake Hill 
were Richard and Jenny Palmer, going into town 
for Jenny to take part in the Race for Life. 

Jenny told me that a 5km run was enough for 
her - she didn't fancy running 8km into town first, 
to get into shape! So they were both very glad the 
bus was there. 

Gradually more folk joined us. By The 
Clockhouse, there were seven all told. Not bad for 
nine o'clock on a Sunday morning on a journey 


which had never run before. All the bus stops on 
the estate were already resplendent with their 
new timetable boards. Thanks are due to the 
Stagecoach people who drove around during 
Saturday night, to see to this. And thanks also to 
the County Council for finding enough money to 
support this vital service. 

For those who need the bus but haven't yet got 
a timetable, they go from Grenoble Road at 0909 
and every hour until 1709 (1809 to Cowley Centre 
only). 

All journeys go to the City Centre via Cowley 


Road, except for the last journey. Coming back, 
they start from St Aldates at 0945 then hourly 
until 1745, and from Cowley Centre (Barns Road) 
at 1002 then hourly until 1802. All journeys on 12 
and 12C will now go from stop G4 opposite the 
Town Hall in St Aldates (the same stop used by 
services 1 and 10). Far more handy for shoppers! 


The 12C service via Littlhemore and Sandford still 


runs every evening, with an additional trip at 
1910, then every hour until 2310. 


Out and about with new maps 


FAMILIES in Blackbird Leys can take advantage 
of a new walking map that has been launched to 
encourage more people to get walking. 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
has launched six new maps 
covering Barton, Rose Hill and 
Littlemore, Marston, Blackbird 
Leys, South Abingdon and Bretch 
Hill in Banbury. 

The maps show walks that are 
accessible to all the family 
whatever the weather and for all 
ages. They have been developed 
through a partnership between 
Oxfordshire County Council, 
Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust 
and Children's Centres with input 
from parents, who have enjoyed 
exploring their local communities 
together. 

The new maps will be 
launched at children's centres in 
each of the walking areas, and 
the map for Blackbird Leys will be 
officially launched in J uly. 


Walking Maps aim to 
encourage people with under 
fives, particularly those living in 
urban areas, to get out on foot in 
their local area. The maps show 
green spaces, such as parks, 
allotments, nature reserves and 
footpaths, and local landmarks 
and early years settings. The first 
map in this series was launched 
at East Oxford Children's Centre 
at The Union in June 2009. 


Walking maps are available at 
local health centres, libraries and 
children's centres and online at 
www.oxonchildrenscentres. org.uk. 


They can also be obtained by 
contacting Go Active on 
01865252720 or Oxfordshire 
Family Information Service on 
08452 26 26 36. 


Volunteering at the Museum of Oxford 


THE MUSEUM OF OXFORD is looking for 
more volunteer staff to support the 
Museum's” exciting Summer _ pro- 
gramme. 

Volunteers are needed for a few 
hours each week, to help with front-of- 
house jobs, guiding visitors to the 
attractions of the galleries, the exhibi- 
tions and special events. 

They also help with preparing the 
museum for opening and closing and pro- 
viding general information to visitors. 

Councillor Bob Price, Leader of 
Oxford City Council, says "The contribu- 
tion of our volunteers is crucial to main- 
taining the level of services and range 
of activities offered by the Museum, 
with its limited budget. 

"We are looking for people with an 
interest in the Museum and in helping 
to project its work to the public, espe- 
cially to young people and to visitors to 
Oxford. 

"Their role is very important as they 
are often the first to greet a visitor and 
can leave a lasting impression on 
them." 


Marsali Heatley has been a volun- 
teer at the Museum of Oxford for ten 
months. 

She said: "| wanted to gain experi- 
ence of working in a museum and with 
children which is why | volunteered at 
the Museum of Oxford. 

"lL enjoy the friendly atmosphere of 
the museum and working with the team 
and inspiring children to learn about 
Oxford's past. 

"| would encourage other people to 
come and volunteer at the Museum of 
Oxford." 

Anyone interested in becoming a 
volunteer will be asked to fill out a sim- 
ple application form, have an informal 
interview and a CRB check and provide 
a reference. 

Volunteers are given training before 
they start work in the museum. 


If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer contact the Museum on 
01865 252761 or 
emailmuseum@oxford.gov. uk. 
Alternatively you can pop into the 
Museum and pick up a form. 


Classified Ads 


Hampden House 


re-wiring your house or 


We are now 
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Summer school 
at Ruskin 


As part of Ruskin College's Summer 
School programme, Sue Funge from 
the Starlight Community Project will 
be the tutor for the residential course 
Celebrating the contribution people of 
African Caribbean heritage have 
made to British Society. 


The course will: 

® examine the history of a black 
presence in the UK 

@ consider the impact of slavery and 
its legacy 

© offer the opportunity to find out 
more about some of the significant 
people of African Caribbean 
heritage who have contributed to 
British Society. 


The course will run from 14 July to 
16 July starting at 4.30pm on 
Wednesday, 14 July for registration. 
Dinner will be served at 6pm in the 
main dining room and the course will 
start at 7pm on the first evening. 

The course will finish with lunch 
on Friday at lpm. 


If you are interested in booking a 
place on this course please contact: 
Course Bookings, Short Course 
Office, Ruskin College, Walton 
Street, Oxford OX1 2HE. Ring 01865 
554331 or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


Access to higher 
education 


The Aimhigher organisation funded a 
short course in partnership with 
Starlight, Ruskin College, Oxford 
Brookes University and Oxford and 
Cherwell Valley College to offer local 
residents an opportunity to explore 
whether higher education is for them. 
Ten people took part in the course 
that included a visit to OCVC to find 
out about their Access course, 
visiting speakers and mature 
students from Ruskin College and 
Oxford Brookes University along with 
the introduction of The Starlight 
Community Pro-ject's mentoring 
project to continue to support those 
who wish to pursue a return to 
learning. 


Nature Conservation Work 


Oxford Conservation Volunteers is a 
voluntary organisation that carries 
out practical work conserving the 
wildlife and traditional landscape of 
Oxfordshire. They are looking for 
volunteers to attend weekly Sunday 
conservation sessions at sites 
around Oxford. For more details 
check their website. 


www.ocv.org.uk Tel. 07887 928115 


News from BLITZ 


ELECTRICIANS 


Hawtin Electrical 
Hawtin Electrical can offer 
you free estimates and 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Does your business need 
a boost? Are you lost for 
words? 


starting from scratch, then 
Hawtin Electrical is the 
right choice for you. Niceic 
Part P approved domestic 


Business Centre 
Serviced offices, virtual 
offices and meeting rooms 
available to help your 


enrolling for our 
FREE computer 


We offer a cost effective business make the right advice complete with a electrician 7 
writing service for small impression. friendly affordable service. mobile: 07811 401279 courses sta rting 
businesses, and provide Whether you are looking email: 


For viewings call Chris 
Williams on 01865 893200 
chris@jennings.co.uk 
www.hampden-house.co.uk 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Ouch! - the band 

Rock, soul and pop for a 
great party, wedding or 
corporate event.If you're 
looking for great 
atmosphere, great music, a 
bit of a sing along and just 
a cracking night out you'll 
love the Ouch band. 
Contact: Charlie 07710 
970992 
www.ouchband.co.uk 


in September 


jameshawtin@hawtin- 
electrical.co.uk 
website: www.hawtin- 
electrical.co.uk 


for a simple addition to 
your lighting or power 
needs, having troubles with 
your electrics, completely 


copywriting, press releases, 
web content and 
newsletters.For further 
information email 
mediabird@btinternet.com 
or call 07966 523662 


IF YOU have no, or very little IT 
skills why not join one of our 12 
week beginner’s courses for two 
hours per week? 

If you have some basic skills 
in Microsoft Word but would like 
to learn Excel and PowerPoint 
why not join our eight week 
bridging course for two hours a 
week? 

After a skills check we can 
then move you on, if you wish, 
to gain a full level 2 ITQ this 
four week course leads to an 
excellent qualification for those 


seeking work in an office 
environment. 


Topics covered include: 

e Word Processing 

e Spreadsheet Software 

e Presentation Software 

e Improving Productivity 
using IT 


Advertise your business 
here from as little as 


£10 per issue 
(when booking for 12 months) 


TBAC Business 
Mentoring 

Muddled over marketing? 
Struggling with Selling? 
Pondering over price? Need 
help with your business 
plan? TBAC can help - we 
offer continuous mentoring 
Support to anyone who 
wants to expand a small 
business.Contact: Louise 
Goldsack on 01865 893305 
info@tbac.org.uk 
www.tbac.org.uk 


You can achieve all of the 
above locally and it is all 
FREE 


Reach new customers in your local 


s ae Ring John on 01865 714492 
area with a Leys News Classified ad. 


for further details 


The Blackbird Leys IT Hub 

Ring John on 01865 714492 or email blitzithub@yahoo.co.uk 
for further details. Or visit him during office hours at the Leys 
Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 


To book your space ring John on 
01865 711756 
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Green Fingers 


July Tasks 


THE PERIOD OF July is still a busy time, even if 
you have undertaken the bulk of your seed sowing 
and most of your planting is complete. It is also a 
good time to stand back and admire the vegetable 
garden, as they are full with fast maturing crops. 

There is still time to be sowing some turnips 
though, ideal for storing and eating over the 
winter. An old variety, if you can lay your hands 
on it, is Chirk Castle. | well remember Harry 
Dodgson recommending it on TV in the 1980's. | 
don't just wonder if Chirk Castle is still around, I 
often think if Harry himself is still with us. Must 
be old and creaky if he is! 

Keep feeding your outdoor tomatoes and 
remember to keep pinching out those side shoots. 
In the fruit garden carry on summer pruning 
any fruit trees that you may be training, and it is 
also a good chance to tip prune gooseberries so 

the sun can ripen the fruits. 

You can also take the chance to thin clusters of 
plums, gages and apples, leaving 2 to 3 fruits in 
each cluster. This allows for the remaining fruits 
plenty of room to mature. If you don't thin them 
you will get more fruit but smaller and of a lesser 
standard. 

Any crops sown in June such as beetroot and 
turnips can be thinned so they too have more 
room to develop and mature. 

A pleasant job to do in J uly is to take time to 
stake and tie up all those herbaceous perennials 
that may be drooping everywhere. It’s so 
therapeutic to have time to do these little 
pottering jobs. 

With strawberries, if they are beginning to 
send out runners, peg them down in contact with 
the soil so they root. You can cut them later in the 
month and have ready made plants for next year, 
saving the time and expense of buying them from 
the garden centre. 


Enjoy the summer, 
happy gardening! 
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Sage advice for the Leys WI 


HERB EXPERT Gilly McNeil visited the Leys WI in 
June and brought along a wide variety of plants. 
As well as the more common herbs such as basil 
and sage, members were introduced to some 
more unusual varieties. Did you know that lady's 
mantle was traditionally thought to have mystical 
healing properties, or that sweet cecily was used 
as a Sugar substitute during war time? Gilly 
explained how to grow your own herbs in the 
garden or window box and even gave cuttings to 
some keen gardeners who were eager to get 
started with growing their own. 

The Leys WI is continuing its programme of 
summer walks and the regular knit and natter 
evenings, and has also started a new book group 
where readers get together to discuss a different 
book each month - and to enjoy a cup of tea and 
a slice of cake of course. Well, it is the WI after 
all! 

Coming up in July the WI will be holding a 
hands-on craft taster session so if you fancy 
having a go at some handicrafts and enjoying a 
friendly evening out then why not go along to The 
Clockhouse on Wednesday 7 July at 7.30pm. 


For more information ring Rachel Fisher on 
07863 563583 or e-mail theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk. 


THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 


WE HAVE 
LIFT OFF! 


Blackbird Leys Library is getting 
ready to launch children into orbit 
for an intergalactical adventure that 
will keep them reading throughout 
the school summer holidays with 
Space Hop, the 2010 Summer 
Reading Challenge. 


The Summer Reading Challenge adventure is 
free, starts on Saturday July 10 and runs 
throughout the summer holidays. Join Finn, 
Jessie, Nabil and Safiya the crew of the Ex 
Libris as they embark on their mission to set up 
the first lunar library. But watch out for those 
dastardly Spacekatz who might lead them into 
the nearest black hole. 

When children register at the library, they / 
are given a fold out poster and holographic 


Summer 
Festival 
Diary 


Sat 3 July: 

Carnival Sounds. Ticketed 
event in South Park, 
www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk 


Sun 4 July: 
Cowley Road Carnival. 


FREES 
www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk 


Fri 9 to Sun 11 July: 


The Isis Comedy Festival. 
12noon-6pm, The Isis 
Farmhouse, Iffley Lock. 

@ 07973 801297 


Sat 24 and Sun 25 July: 
Truck Festival. 
See www.thisistruck.com 


Sat 21 August: 
Elder Stubbs Festival. 


www.spacehop.org.uk has also just launched, 


S@& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 


12-5pm, Elder Stubbs 
Allotments, Rymers Lane, OX4 
3LB. £1 


Sat 11 September: 

Leys Fair. 

See the August issue of Leys 
News for details. 


membership card. They then embark on their 
mission to read six books. There are three 
stages, Blast Off!, Space Race and Lunar 
Landing, each with great prizes and scratch and 
sniff stickers. New this year are glow-in-the- 
dark spinners and buzz cards. When children 
complete their challenge, they are awarded 
with a rainbow pencil, certificate and medal. 


linking children with top authors and 
illustrators, and giving them space to talk about 
their favourite books and to share reading 
ideas. 

Library manager Debbie Walker said: "Look 
out for great new books, Space Hop 
puzzles, and activities at the library too. We look 
forward to seeing you." 


An interactive Space Hop website at 


LEYS BUYING GROUP UPDATE: Would you like to save £1000 a year? 


By Katie Chester 


WHAT WOULD YOU do with the 
money? Pay off a debt? Go on 
holiday? I'm sure you can think 
of dozens of ways to spend it. 
But how would you cut that 
amount of money off your bills? 
Chris Pomfret is the man with 
the vision. At the first meeting 
of the Leys Community Buying 
Group he explained, "On their 
own, consumers are weak. 
Together, consumers are 
strong. The way a community 
buying group works is that the 
things you normally buy alone 
are bought together as a 
group, thus saving money." 


Has it been tried before? 
Chris lives in a village near 
Woodstock, where there is no 
gas supply so people have to 
have oil delivered for their 
heating. 

Around eighteen months 
ago he noticed that people 
were having deliveries from 
different companies, often on 
the same day, which meant 
that there were lots of lorries 
driving in and out of the village. 

Originally out of concern for 


the environment, Chris decided 
to see if householders could 
pool their orders together and 
reduce the number of 
deliveries. In the process he 
discovered that it also saved 
people a lot of money, and the 
first community buying group 
was born. 


Yes, but would it work 
here? 

Chris has since taken the 
model to other communities in 
the Oxfordshire, and he thinks 
that the Leys is a great place to 
set up a community buying 
group as we have a strong 
geographical boundary and a 
large population and what he 
believes is critical, "a strong 
sense of community spirit - 
stronger than any of the other 
communities in which | have 
been involved so far". 

What we need to do as a 
community is get together and 
decide what we'd like to save 
money on. 


How do we do it? 

Chris has built up a lot of 
experience and expertise in 
negotiating with big companies 
and he is willing to pass this on 


and train us here on the Leys. 
All we need to do is turn up and 
participate! 

Ok, so what does it cost? 
Nothing! It's free to join. It's a 
case of people getting together, 
deciding what they want to 
save money on and then 
negotiating a better deal for it. 


So what sort of things can 
we save money on? 

It's up to us! Suggestions so far 
include boiler servicing, printer 
cartridges, cat food, Sky TV, 
gas and electricity and phone 
and broadband. In the longer 
term Chris would love to see 
solar panels on every home! 


Do you pay to have your 
boiler serviced? 

Would you like to save money 
on this? We already have a 
plumber willing to drop the 
price if ten or twelve 
households on the Leys book a 
boiler service for the same 
couple of days. If you're 
interested in saving money on 


your boiler service this year 
contact Katie Chester at 
kches2001@yahoo.com 
Do you have a pet? 
Jeannine Parfitt is willing to 
negotiate a cheaper deal on pet 
food. She hopes that she will 
be able to bulk buy good 
quality pet food at a cheaper 
price than we pay in the 
supermarket for inferior 
brands. If you're interested in 
saving money on cat or dog 
food, contact Jeannine at 
president@rusticats.org.uk 
Jeannine would like to know 
how much pet food you use per 
month so that she can take 
accurate figures into the 
negotiations. 


Are you interested in 
saving money on gas, 
electricity, phone, mobile 
or broadband? 

Local Utilities | Warehouse 
distributor Tanya Prescott may 
be able to help. Contact her on 
07799 893747 for more 
information. 


If you have any questions, other ideas or would like to be 
involved in running part of the group, contact Chris Pomfrett at 
c_pomfret@hotmail.com or call him on free phone number 0808 


1080838 or Mobile 07947 065100 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 
are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00pm-4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am- 12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-12pm. @ 01865 770206 


Baby Cafe: Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre, Fridays, 10.30am - 
12.30pm. www.thebabycafe.org 
@ Carole Roberts, 01865 788688 


The Barn Youth Project 
Session for ages 7-12 is on 
Mons 5.30- 7.30pm. Weds is for 
young people aged 13-20, & 
runs from 7pm- 9pm. 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities & advice for young peo- 
ple. @ 01865 772886. 


Brownies: Thursdays, Holy 
Family Church Hall. Gill Manning, 
@ 01865 770959 


Dovecote - Afterschool Club 
Mondays - Thursdays, 3.15pm 
- 5.00pm, £1 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 


Leys Kiddie Club: In the 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room, 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
& Fridays, 9.30am-2.30pm. 
£1. Price includes a hot drink 
and a soft drink for children. 


Maluchy: group for Polish speak- 
ing families with children ages 0-5. 
Saturdays, Cuddesdon Corner 
family centre. 9.45-11.15am 
@ 07874187704 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and Girls 
ages 13 to 18. Thursdays 
7.30-9.30pm. @# 01869 259681 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group provides a 
safe forum to explore issues 
of race and racism with other 
parents, while the children 
have fun playing and getting 
to know each other. 

@ 01865 776691 


What’s on in the Leys 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 6293353 


Rainbows: Girls aged 5 to 7. 
Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Laura Turner, 07787528120 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English in friendly groups. 
@ Annette 776334 


Blitz |1T Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, 
file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ Helen McLuckie 550227 
@ hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


Boxing training. Youth Centre 
at the Leys Linx, Blackbird Leys 
Rd. Tues & Thurs 7.30-9.00pm. 
@ 01865 715815. 


BL Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and 

Sat & Sun 11.15am-1.00pm. 
Thursdays, 12-1pm, parent 
and toddlers. 

Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30-3.30pm, families only. 
@ 01865 467042. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre 

@ Bouncy fun for under 5s, 
Mon 10.30-12pm 

® Body Conditioning, Mon 
10-11am 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue 6- 7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, Tue 
7-7.45pm 

@ Aerotone, Wed 6-7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu 5-6pm 
® Circuit Training, Thu 
7.05-7.55pm 

® Boxercise, Fri 10- 11am 
@ Step & Tone, Fri 6- 7pm 
All activites cost from £1.20 


Leys Women's Business 
Network. For women who 
have or are interested in 
starting their own business, 
however big or small. First 
Tuesday of the month, 7.30- 
9.00pm. £1 suggested 
donation. 26 Kingfisher Green 
@ 01865 395960 


The Clockhouse 
Activities, Friendship, 
Learning and Fun for over 50s 
on the Leys. 

Mon 19 July: Try line 
dancing, 1.30-3.30pm, £1.50 
Tues 6, 13 & 20 July: 
Stretch and relax (gentle 
yoga-based exercise) 
10-11lam, £2. No sessions 
from 27 July onwards, 
restarts 7 September. 


Tues 6 & 13 July: 
Singing for fun, FREE 
1.30-3.30pm 


Wed 7, 14, 21 & 28 July: 
Crafts group. Bring 
knitting, crochet, sewing 
and have a natter. 1lam- 
12.30pm, £1 


Thurs 1, 8, 15, & 22 July: 
Tai Chi. £2. No sessions 
from 29 July onwards, 
restarts 2 September. 


The Clockhouse is on Long 
Ground, Greater Leys - look 
for the clock on the roof. 

@ 01865 395908 


Samba classes for over 
50s (running Monday 
mornings at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 10-11 am - 
ends 5 July - £1.50) 


Pepperpots tel: Adannaya 
Chobbah (Oxfordshire County 
Council) 01865 323092 


Golden Circle tel: Bernard 
Tucker 01865 460592 


Silver Circle tel: 435954 
Prime Time tel: via Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Monday Iunch club tel: 
Anne Appleton 422231 


Leys Community Church 
Over-60s Club 
@ Keith Templar 715815 


Gardening Club 
for the over 55s. 


First Thursday of each 
month 2-4pm. £2. 


Thurs 1 July: Day trip to 
National Herb Centre. 
£6 (£10 non-members). 
Adults of all ages welcome 
but you must book a place. 
Call 771613 for details. 


Thurs 15 July: Evening 
social at the Clockhouse, 
6.30- 8.30pm. 

Clockhouse Community 
Centre. @ 01865 395908 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Chris Hatton; Vice Chair: Gerry Webb; Non-position holders: Anne Booker, 
Andrew Church, Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see City Council section below), Danny 
Johnston, Cyril Martin, Rosemary Morlin, Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 01865 716943 during office hours of 9am-5pm, Monday to 
Friday. Answering service outside office hours. The mailing address for the Parish Council 
is 13 Bailey Road, Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 


Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 

y valsmith@gmail.com 


Council 


Oxfordshire County 


Leys & Lye Division: 

Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 


or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone - Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other week. They can 
also visit people in their homes - ring or email 
to make arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward: 
Stuart Craft - Independent 
Working Class Association 
Furlong Close, Oxford OX4 4Q) 
@ 07733 274324 
Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 
to 7.30pm at the Clockhouse. 


Cllr Scott Seamons_- Labour 

2 Orchard Court Roase Hill Oxford OX4 4H) 
@ 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


val.smith@oxfordshire. gov. uk 


Richard Stevens - Labour 
Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water 
Eaton Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 
@ 07725 353031 

. SQ richard.stevens@ oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 
Member of Parliament for Oxford East 

Andrew Smith - Labour 

Unit A 

Bishops Mews 

Transport Way 

§ Oxford OX4 6HD 
@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every 3rd Friday at the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 


Bamboo Qi Gong Club 

Tues and Thurs, 
7.30-8.45pm, The Barn (Off 
Dunnocks Way). FREE! Learn 
the relaxing art of Qi Gong by 
qualified registered instructor. 
Over 16’s all welcome, just 
turn up. @ 07833 536121 


Oxford Survivors Free Drop-in 
A self-help group of people 
who use or have used mental 
health services. Fri and Sat, 
10.30am- 3.30pm Blackbird 
Leys community centre. 

@ 01865 455868 

@ oxford.survivors@supanet.com 


The Listening Centre. 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. @ 01865 794794 
Mondays: 12.30pm- 8.30pm. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays: 5.30pm-8.30pm. 


Slimming World. 
Thursdays, 5.15pm & 
7.00pm, Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 
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A quick guide to what’s available locally. If you have a service or event you’d like to include, please ring 01865 711756. 


' @ The scheme is for children 4 to 12 year olds, and runs from 
I Monday 26th July to Thursday 19th August. This year it will be 
I running from Dovecote Centre, not from Windale as in 


I previous years. 


1 @ For families not on Working Tax Credits, the cost is £40 for 
a two week placement (first two weeks or second two weeks 


ponly), plus trip money. 


le Parents needing the scheme for childcare the cost is £25 
per day (plus trip money) which in most cases (please check 
| before hand) can be claimed from Working Family Tax Credit. 


All fees are to be paid on the day of registration to 
j secure a place. @ Carol, 01865 712299 for more info. 


Dovecote 


Summer Playscheme 
Registration day 


| Friday 16 J uly, 9.15am at the Barn, Nightingale Ave. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Leys Community 


Church 
@ Richard & Kate Colbrook, 
01865 714153 


Meetings: 

Sundays, 3.30pm at the 
Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special 
activities for children and 
young people. 


The Church of the 
Holy Family 
@ Rev David Parry, 01865 


778728 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Eucharist: Every Sunday, 
10am, with children's 
church. 


Timeout: Reflective evening 
worship. Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: 
Mondays, for hall bookings, 
wedding arrangements and 
enquiries, 6.30- 7.30pm. 


Fellowship for 
discussion: Most 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
Prayer, Bible study. 


Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird 
Leys (car park in Poulton 
Place) 

@ For all enquiries, Baptisms, 
and next year's First Holy 
Communions, etc, please 
phone the church office 01865 
779658 


Regular Services: 
Sunday Masses 
9.30am, with music and 
children's liturgy. 
12noon in Portuguese, 
and 6.00pm. 


3 July 

Summer Fete 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 

2.00pm-4.00pm. This 
event will have stalls, 
raffels and games, plus a 
demonstration by a local 
martial arts group 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Monday 5th J uly 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 2nd August 
Rosehill community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 6th September 
Rosehill community Centre 
6.30pm 


Area Committees 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
abandoned vehicles ® street cleaning 
dog wardens ® ditches and streams 
decisions on planning applications 
public toilets © car parks @ allotments 
parks and countryside management 
street naming ® community centres 


South East Area Committee Meetings: 


For further information ring 01865 252249 
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Soccer School Success! 


As the world cup sweeps the nation, Oxford's youngsters have the chance to improve their 
football skills at a local soccer school! Report by Naomi Abitabile. 


FORMER SOUTHAMPTON and 
QPR striker Dexter Blackstock, 
from Oxford, currently playing 
for Nottingham Forest, teamed 
up with former Oxford United 
team player and friend Michael 
Alexis, to form DBSS (Dexter 
Blackstock Soccer School). 

They launched the first 
course in October 2009 during 
the school half term and have 
since gone on to run three 
more. Up to 65 children have 
taken part in each course, 
with children traveling from 
as far as Wycombe in 
Buckinghamshire! 

They are coached’ by 
former Manchester and Oxford 
United player Danny Rose 
and young and enthusiastic 
coaches, Declan Mc Govern, 19 
and 18-year-old Adam Felix. 

As Dexter has to continue 
playing football, Michael 
oversees the day-to-day 
running of the business with 
friends, lan Roper and Morgan 
Williams. Despite this Dexter 
makes the time to come in 
throughout the week to meet 
the children, signing T shirts, 
having photos taken and 
bringing with him, plenty of 
FREE goodies! 

"| really enjoy going to the 
soccer school, its good fun! 
And it's good that there are 
other girls there too!" said Ellie 
Slattery, 11, from Littlemore. 

Michael's football career 
unfortunately came to an end 
in 2008, after breaking his leg 
and ankle. However, this has 
not put the enthusiastic 25- 
year-old off. And he is climbing 
the ladder of success with his 
overwhelming passion and 
determination to give the 
children who love the game as 
much as he does, the support 


and confidence to go for their 
dream. He says "It means the 
world to these boys and girls 
and we want to give them 
every opportunity to succeed.” 

Structured sessions have 
been put together for each day, 
developing skills in attacking, 
possession, shooting, defending 
and tackling. "They are 
designed for game situations, 
to develop as a footballer" said 
Morgan Williams. 


Would you like Leys News to feature your sporting 
achievements on our back page? 


Whether you play bowls with friends once a week, are a 
dart playing champ for your pub or belong to another 
local sports team, we want to hear from you! 


Please get in touch by emailing us editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or visit the NEW website www.leysnews.co.uk and use 


our drop down menu. 


If you would like to ring us, our number is 01865 711756 
and our normal office hours are Tuesday and Wednesday 
9.00-4.00 and Thursdays 9am to 12 noon. Outside of 
these hours you can leave us a message and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can. 


BOOK YOUR 
NHS DENTAL 


717749 
K. Colton B.D.Sc 


Leys Dental Care 
50 Blackbird Leys Road 


The children have a chance 
to show off their skills to 
football coaches, from Chelsea, 
Reading and Oxford United, 
who visit the school regularly. 
For talented Bradley Omand, 


15 and 14-year-old Ryan 
Barney, this really is an 
exciting time; they were 


scouted by Reading Coach, 
Brendan Flannagan and have 
been training with Reading's 
Under 15's for 12 weeks now. 


Academy 
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And returning in July for Pre- 
with a further four 
more boys from the April 
course. Ashley Hoar 14, Tom 
Clarke 13, Deon Gallacher 15 
and Nicholas Harte 12. 

All staff and children are 


season, 


face" said lan Roper. 


scored 65 goals!" 


having an amazing time learning 


and interacting with one another. 

"It's full of enjoyment and 
It's a very 
exciting time and it's a real 
pleasure to see the children all 


keeping active! 


leave with a smile on their 


"| was meant to go skiing but 
this was much better and | 
added Jae 
Sharkey 11, from Blackbird Leys. 

"To all staff, | will miss you all. | 


learned loads of things but my 
favourite was shooting" said 
Hayden Massingham 10, from 
Littlemore. 


All-in-all.. It's a big success 
for DBSS! 


The Dexter Blackstock Soccer School 

Courses are run at St Gregory The Great Secondary School, 
from 9-5pm. For boys and girls of all abilities, from 4-16 
years. For more details visit 
www.dexterblackstocksoccerschool.com. 


teacher is rowing for Gold 
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OXFORD ACADEMY Science teacher, 
Caroline O'Connor and her team 
recently won Gold in the Rowing 
World Cup, in Bled, Slovenia in 2010 
- beating China and Holland, both 
favourites to win. 

Caroline, who expertly juggles 
lesson preparation, teaching and 
world class sport, coxed the team ina 
nail-biting race, beating their rivals 
by just less than half a length. 

Talking about her success, 
Caroline said "Winning the World Cup 
was fantastic. As a crew we have 
worked so hard leading up to the race 
to make sure we were in the best 
possible position to succeed. On the 
day we flew out to Slovenia, we had a 
group of The Oxford Academy 
students learning to row with some 


It’s time to join the Juniors! 


ARE YOU A huge Oxford United fan? Then now is the time to 


think about joining the Junior Yellows. 


As a Junior you get to have your name in the draw to be a 
mascot at an Oxford United home or away game, discounted 
soccer courses, exclusive Christmas and birthday cards, exclusive 
T-shirts, discounts in the club shop at the stadium, a 


membership card, and special junior coaching days. 


Plus of course you get to play on the pitch against the first 


team! 


As part of the club’s Open Day on 3 July Junior Yellows will be 


students at Oxford Brookes 
University. They had an amazing time 
and all the experienced rowers were 
very impressed with how quickly they 
managed to pick it up. It has been 
difficult at times balancing both my 
teaching and rowing. However, the 
support of both the staff and students 
at the school has enabled it to 
happen". 

This isn't the first success for the 
science teacher, who learnt to cox at 
Oxford Brookes University in 2001. 
She coxed her women's eight into 
5th place at the 2009 World 
Championships in Poznan, the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games and won a 
bronze medal in 2007 in Munich 
which also clinched the crew's 
qualification for the Olympics. 


the new home kit, have a chance to meet the players, and take 


part in lots of fun activities including a bouncy castle and goal 


scoring competition. 


On the day every Junior Yellows Member is also invited to go 
and enjoy a tournament on the pitch from 9.20am. There will be 


pitches set out for all ages and the Oxford United Coaches will be 


organising the games. 


biggest football match. 


able to watch a full training session with the first team presenting 


Then the Juniors get to take on the first team in Oxford's 


You get all that for just £12.50 for a year! 


For further information please call 01865 337525 or emailfitc@oufc.co.uk 


